
                                                                                                 
Victoria Soames Samek: critically acclaimed international artist; a highly respected  
teacher; thoughtful and caring mentor. Driven by her passion for music and musical excellence. 

Victoria Soames Samek is one of the most exciting and versatile musicians playing in the UK today. 
Combining breath-taking technicality and musical integrity in her performances and recordings with 
an individual approach to her teaching and mentoring, she is driven by her commitment to musical  
excellence. The power of communication in performance, the discipline of practice and 
the love of music through her chosen instruments have all shaped her musical career. 

Born of Czech and Hungarian parents, she was a pupil at The Purcell School and studied clarinet 
with Roger Fallows before winning a Foundation Scholarship to the Royal College of Music, studying  
clarinet with Colin Bradbury and bass clarinet and saxophone with Steve Trier. She later studied  
clarinet with Antony Pay. Whilst at the RCM she won the Frederick Thurston Memorial Prize.  

She performed with many symphony orchestras, notably the BBC Symphony, City of London and 
Ulster Orchestras, before focusing her career as an international soloist in duo recitals with pianist  
Michael Bell and in chamber ensembles including Samek/Brannick Duo, ReedPlay and The Mühlfeld Trio.  

As well as performing clarinet music from the 18th and 19th centuries, her long-standing  
commitment to contemporary music has resulted in over thirty commissions and dedications from  
notable composers including Elisabeth Lutyens, Roger Marsh, Phyllis Tate, Nicola Le Fanu, Graham  
Williams and Thea Musgrave, whose bass clarinet concerto, Autumn Sonata, she premiered with the 
City of London Sinfonia at the Cheltenham Festival.
  
This was followed by its first live concert and broadcast for BBC radio 3 with the BBC Scottish  
Symphony Orchestra under the direction of Jerzy Maksymiuk. Victoria has subsequently recorded 
both Autumn Sonata and her Clarinet Concerto under the direction of the composer. Thea has also  
transcribed Orfeo IV for Eb clarinet especially for Victoria. 



 
Her most recent commission is by Jeffery Wilson, Journeying for solo Bb, Eb, bass clarinets, Alto and 
tenor saxophones and digital effects. In 2017 Graham Williams dedicated two pieces – One for You, 
for soprano saxophone and piano and Dark Moon, for bass clarinet & marimba. Performing in the  
major concert halls in the UK including the South Bank Centre and Wigmore Hall as soloist and  
chamber musician, in this capacity she has also toured extensively throughout Europe, North and 
South America where she also gave masterclasses.

With her great enthusiasm for the clarinet, in 1992 she launched the CD label Clarinet Classics and 
subsequently Saxophone Classics. Now combined as Clarinet & Saxophone Classics, it’s a unique 
showcase for the richness and diversity of these .

Her own recordings for Clarinet Classics includes the world première recording of Copland’s Clarinet 
Sonata, voted ‘most sheerly seductive record of the year’ by The Sunday Times. Other recordings 
include clarinet chamber music by Paul Harris, Sir Richard Rodney Bennett and Joseph Horovitz,  
with duo partner Michael Bell.
 
‘Victoria Soames Samek… technically infallible, sober and beautifully controlled and Michael Bell are 
a formidable duo’ (International Record Review) 

Currently clarinet professor for Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance and tutor of  
clarinet for Goldsmiths College, Victoria was professor of clarinet and Saxophone for The Royal  
Military School of Music for seven years, but in July 2016 resigned her position to pursue further  
research. Her work has resulted in a Masters in Performance Science (MSc) from the Royal  
College of Music and has culminated in her developing a unique and innovative conceptual approach to  
practice and performance.
 
Alongside Victoria’s performing, recording and teaching commitments, she is in much demand as a 
lecturer and mentor, a role that she finds both satisfying and inspiring.

Victoria Soames Samek is a D’Addario Performing Artist  
and is an official endorsee for Selmer Paris. 

www.samekmusic.com


